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SUBJECT: MOROCCAN GOVENMENT COMMENT ON SAHARA IN HERALD TRIBUNE 

REE: MADRID 628 

1 . MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT 4-PAGEADVERTISEMENT IN JAUARY 27 
NTENATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WHICH CARRIES LONG COMMENTARY 
ON "MOROCCAN SAHARA," SHOULD CAUSE ANGER IN MAURITANIAN 
CIRCLES. ADVERTISEMENT NOTES, FOR EXAMPLE: "AT THE 
TIME OF THE FRENCH CONQUEST OF ALGERIA, THE MOROCCAN EMPIRE 
COVERED AN AREA OF TWO MILLION SQUARE KILOMETERS. AT NO 
TIME IN ITS LONG HISTROY DID THE OUED DRAA SERVE AS ITS 
SOUTHERN BORDER. MOROCCO HAS ALWAYS HAD A COMMON FRONTIER 
WITH BLACK AERICA WHICH BORDERS ITS PROVINCES AT THE RIVER 
SENEGAL." 

COMMENT: STATEMENTS SUCH AS THESE WILL ALMOST SURREY 
REVIVE GIRM FEARS OF MOROCCAN CLAIMS ON MAURITANIAN 
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2. WHEN QUERIED FEBRUARY 5 ABOUT HERALD TRIBUNE ADVERTISEMENT, 
MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR SEMLALI PLEADED GENUINE IGNORANCE 
ABOUT THE ARTICLE AND STATED HE HAD NOT BEEN APPROACHED 

ON MATTER BY GIRM. SPANISH CHARGE SIMILARLY HLEADED 
IGNORANCE FEBRUARY 7, ADDING THAT GIRM HAS NOT RAISED 
MATTER WITH HIM. 

3. COMMET: MAURITAIAN SILENCE ON HERALD TRIBUNE 
ADVERTISEMENT MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPLAINED BY FACT THAT 
ENGLISHLANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS RARELY CIRCULATE IN 
NOUAKCHOTT. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED, HOWEVER,THAT ENGLISH- 
SPEAKING MEMBER OE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY SENT TEXT OF 
ARTICLE OVER WEEK AGO TO KEY ENGLISH-SPEAKING FUNCTIONARY 
IN PRESIDENT'S OEFICE. MAURITANIAN SILENCE, THEREEORE, 

IS MORE LIKELY RESULT OF GIRM POLICY IN RECENT MONTHS TO 
AVOID COMMENT ON THIS CONTROVESIAL SUBJECT.SHINN 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, BOUNDARY DETERMINATION, BOUNDARY CLAIMS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NOUAKC00269 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750048-0351 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750257/aaaab2fq.tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 MADRID 628 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 MAY 2003 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <19 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MOROCCAN GOVENMENT COMMENT ON SAHARA IN HERALD TRIBUNE 
TAGS: PFOR, PROP, PBOR, MR, SP, MO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



